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Abstract

In the last ten years, the International Potato Center (CIP) and national partners in Asia have developed and introduced technical innovations for optimizing use of sweetpotato as feed resource.  Key outputs include improved animal feed practices -- adapted to the small-scale and resource-poor systems of  pig raising in Vietnam and cattle raising in the Philippines.

Within this collaborative effort, CIP’s Users’ Perspectives With Agricultural Research and Development (UPWARD) Program facilitated the development and piloting of two participatory farmer training approaches: 1) farmer-to-farmer training in Vietnam, and 2) farmer field schools in the Philippines. Both approaches employ principles and methods in participatory, group-based and experiential learning. The former relies on local farmer-trainors while the latter works mainly through the formal extension service. 

In both countries, project monitoring and evaluation tracked learning processes and outcomes during training implementation. In succeeding animal-growing seasons, post-training evaluation was carried out to determine how farmers’ improved knowledge have led to changes in farmers’ practice and income.
Based on the Vietnam and Philippine cases in sweetpotato feed utilization, the paper discusses lessons in conceptualizing and assessing impact pathways – from research and training outputs to behavioral and livelihood outcomes.  It concludes that an income-focused, uni-linear concept of “impact” achievement is inadequate for capturing outcomes of participatory farmer training. Instead, “impact” can be more appropriately viewed as the emergent property of mutually reinforcing livelihood outcomes, with the latter defined as improvements in the types of livelihood assets managed by farming households.

