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Abstract

In many parts of the world, sweetpotato is popularly – but almost exclusively known -- as a food crop. In Asia, it is also widely utilized as animal feed by poor farming households. Sweetpotato roots and vines are among the local feed resources which smallholder animal growers rely upon, especially as low-cost and readily available alternative to commercial feed products.

In the last ten years, the International Potato Center (CIP) and national partners developed and introduced technical innovations for optimizing use of sweetpotato as feed resource.  Key outputs include improved animal feed practices -- adapted to the small-scale and resource-poor systems of  pig raising in Vietnam and cattle raising in the Philippines.

Within this collaborative effort, CIP’s Users’ Perspectives With Agricultural Research and Development (UPWARD) Program facilitated the development and piloting of two participatory farmer training approaches: 1) farmer-to-farmer training in Vietnam, and 2) farmer field schools in the Philippines. Both approaches employ principles and methods in participatory, group-based and experiential learning. However, the former relies on local farmer-trainors while the latter works mainly through the formal extension service. 

In both countries, project monitoring and evaluation tracked learning processes and outcomes during training implementation. Pre- and post-tests measured changes in knowledge, while feedback exercises assessed training methods and arrangements. In succeeding animal-growing seasons, an impact assessment was carried out to determine: 1) how farmers’ improved knowledge became translated into on-farm practices, and 2) the livelihood outcomes resulting from knowledge application.
Experiences in project M&E and impact assessment underscore the need to revisit earlier conceptualization and measurement of post-training livelihood outcomes. In the case of improving sweetpotato feed utilization in Vietnam and the Philippines,  it has become necessary to recognize:

1. Sweetpotato as part of farmers’ pool of local feed resources to support animal raising.

2. Sweetpotato feed as innovation that integrates knowledge from multiple sources and processes.

3. Feeding and nutrition as an aspect of the entire system of animal growing.
4. Knowledge as among the livelihood capitals to improve outcomes from smallholder animal production. 

5. Animal raising as component of livelihood portfolio of farming households. 
