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BACKGROUND 

In its 1998 review of the CGIAR, the System Review Panel recommended that “the CGIAR organise an International Network for the Technological Empowerment of Women in Agriculture [to] promote a common platform for action at the country level by national, bilateral, international, non-governmental, private-sector and women’s organisations”. The Consultative Council reaffirmed this recommendation with the call for an action proposal from the PRGA Program. 

The PRGA’s action proposal contains three steps to addressing Recommendation #9 of the System Review:

1. Review achievements to date 

2. Identify and analyse women’s changing demand for agricultural technology 

3. Promote empowerment of rural women through participation in technology development and information exchange 

This report relates to Step 1. It lists the existing sources of information on women and technology including organisations and programs, web sources, networks, databases, bibliographies, and literature. The purpose is to see what has been done to date to help enhance poor women's access to agricultural technologies that take into account their specific production responsibilities. The next step from here is to delve deeper into these sources of information to see what they offer by way of current analyses, at a global level, of the needs of poor women for agricultural technologies. In this way it will be possible to identify gaps, and to assess what needs to be done by the international research community.

DEFINITIONS
Women around the world are engaged in a wide range of agricultural activities including: 

Selecting and conserving germplasm; breeding; saving seed; preparing land; weeding; controlling pests; harvesting; threshing; post harvest processing; livestock management; animal health; animal breeding; fodder collection; firewood collection; water extraction and carrying; tree planting; harvesting and processing forest products; food and remedy preparation; marketing etc. Therefore “technological empowerment of women in agriculture” is a very broad area. 

For the purpose of this report, the term “agricultural technologies” was taken in its broadest meaning covering all the possible technologies related to agriculture. This included mechanical tools commonly referred to in the field, new seed varieties, land and crop management practices, and harvest and post harvest processing tools. Also included were the “newer” technologies such as biotechnology, information and communication technologies, remote sensing, GIS and GPS. The extent to which all these technologies are applicable or needed and used by rural women in agricultural activities will vary with biophysical and socio-economic contexts – some have never been used but are just beginning to show their potential. 

METHODOLOGY 
· Consultation on the PRGA’s electronic resource networks. 

· literature searches in CAB and TROPAG databases starting in 1985 with the following key words: [poor] women and agriculture and/or [appropriate][post harvest] [agricultural] technology [techniques] design/development; technological empowerment. 

· Web searches with various search engines (including altavista, excite, infoseek and 37.com) with the same key words as above. 
CONCLUSIONS 

Web Sources
There is a good number of organisations that are involved generally in issues of women and rural development, however there seems not to be one organisation that is leading or offering a clear node where one could find all the information available. 


Literature
There is a great amount of literature and information already available on women and agricultural technology. The selection offered here is a starting point and by no means a comprehensive listing. 

The literature can be broken down into several types or related sub-topics:

· Needs assessments (including studies of the roles of women in agricultural systems).

·  Impact studies of agricultural technologies on rural communities and gender relations.

· Specific new technologies for women, and their development processes. 

· Women in technology development – (includes “gender staffing”; training of women in agriculture, post harvest processing and marketing, and science and technology)

· Agricultural technologies developed by women and/or women’s groups.

· Reviews of current programs for women in development and agriculture 

·  Tools of gender analysis in agricultural research and development.

·  Case studies (could include any combination of all the above)

SUGGESTED NEXT STEPS 

· Reduce the scope – for the purpose of this preliminary study the terms were defined in the broadest possible way in order to get an idea of what is out there. One next step would be to focus more strictly on one or a few aspects of women and agricultural technologies.

· - Refine the literature search accordingly.

· Consult further, and on an individual basis, with the experts on this theme. 

· Contact the organisations and networks listed under Web Sources to ask about their programs, projects, and publications. 

· Make an inventory of the agricultural research activities already in place (or completed) that specifically address the needs and priorities of women for agricultural technologies. 

· Look into the sources of information offered in Annex I to see what they offer by way of current analyses, at a global level, of the needs of poor women for agricultural technologies and identify gaps that could be filled by the international research community.

WEB SOURCES 

This section lists organisations, electronic networks and databases. Their selection was based on some indication that they address the issues of technology for women in agriculture. 

BRIDGE – information and analysis service on development and gender
http://www.ids.ac.uk/bridge/ 
BRIDGE is an innovative information and analysis service specialising in gender and development issues (includes grey literature). BRIDGE's objective is to assist development professionals and organisations to integrate gender concerns into their work. 

Women's Resources International 
http://www.nisc.com/Frame/NISC_products-f.htm
Includes over 232,000 records drawn from a variety of essential women's studies databases. Covers many women’s topics including but not only women and development. 

Intermediate Technology Development Group
http://www.oneworld.org/itdg/index.html
Intermediate Technology (IT) is a sustainable development NGO whose mission is to build the technical skills of poor people in developing countries, enabling them to improve the quality of their lives and that of future generations. We offer local solutions to the global problems of poverty eradication and sustainable development, with a distinctive emphasis on technology choices

Women, Water and Sanitation
http://www.nisc.com/Frame/NISC_products-f.htm
Subjects range from agriculture and health practices to the education and training of health workers. Women, Water, and Sanitation is an excellent resource base and networking tool for all researchers, educators, and practitioners involved with women, water, and sanitation issues.

Gender and Food Security - UN Food and Agriculture Organization
http://www.fao.org/gender/
This site has specific links to pages with more information on agriculture, environment, division of labour, forestry, nutrition, fisheries, rural economics, population, education, extension and communications. 

Gender and Sustainable Development Unit – IDRC 
http://www.idrc.ca/gender/
GSD works to integrate a gender perspective into all IDRC programs and initiatives. This site is meant to serve as a useful starting point for researchers looking for gender-related information at IDRC

Natural Resource Management and Food Production - IDRC's Gender Links
http://www.idrc.ca/gender/natres.html
Toolkits, Program Initiative Strategies, Research and Reports, IDRC Books, IDRC Reports Magazine Articles… 

The International Center for Research on Women (ICRW)
http://www.icrw.org/content.htm
The ICRW is a private, nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting social and economic development with women's full participation. ICRW generates quality, empirical information and technical assistance on women's productive and reproductive roles, their status in the family, their leadership in society, and their management of environmental resources. 

Plataforma de Información sobre Género y Desarrollo Rural (Centroamérica)
http://www.gema.org/index.shtml
Los servicios ofrecidos incluyen: bases de información; directorio de consultores y consultoras; boletín centroamericano; calendario de eventos; banco de información sobre proyectos en ejecución; documentos de trabajo; centro de documentación. 

OFAN - Once and Future Action Network. 
http://www.wigsat.org/ofan/ofan.html
OFAN is an international consortium of gender, science and technology organizations which calls attention to women's contribution to people-centered and environmentally sustainable approaches to science and technology. See also the new Spanish-language OFAN site – INCITA Inventando Ciencia y Tecnología Accesibles.

Gender, Science and Technology WWW Gateway
http://gstgateway.wigsat.org/gw.html
The GST Gateway is a joint project with the Gender Advisory Board, UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development. The GST Gateway is a clearinghouse of resources, partners and policy recommendations to support gender equity in science and technology for sustainable development.

MATCH International Centre
http://www.web.net/~matchint/match.html
MATCH International Centre is a women's international organization which works in partnership with women's groups in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, and South America towards the empowerment of women and the achievement of the practical enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms through civil, political, economic and cultural justice. 

Women's Bureau, Collectif national de pêcheurs artisanaux du Sénégal (CNPS) 
The Women's Bureau of the CNPS works to increase women's economic autonomy within the inshore fishing industry in Senegal by: ensuring women's access to more equipment and better infrastructure; helping women to find greater markets for the fish they process; conducting management training for women, and establishing networks with other organizations to exchange ideas, experiences and best practices.

GENDEV - Network
gendev@cgnet.com 
Over the past 5 years three electronic networks dealing with Gender Issues have been run through CGNET. These have been merged into a single network with the objective of facilitating discussions on gender issues in development research within the CGIAR and amongst the center’s partners. IFPRI is the facilitator of this network.

Gender Research Network
http://www.cgiar.org:80/ifpri/themes/mp17/gender/gender.htm
Links researchers at CGIAR centers, national research institutes, and universities who are involved in gender and intrahousehold aspects of food and agricultural research. The network includes an e-mail network, a printed newsletter and an e-mail conference on gender and property rights. 

Indigenous Soil and Water Conservation (ISWC) Program 
Focus is on poor women innovators who are, through their own informal experimentation, developing technologies suitable for themselves and possibly other poor women. For more information about the entire ISWC programme (in 8 African countries), contact Chris Reij at CDCS, U of Amsterdam. cp.reij@dienst.vu.nl
International Consortium on Gender, Agriculture and Rural Development
http://www.sls.wau.nl/crds/lnk_gs.htm#anchor433520
Gender Studies at Wageningen is spearheading an effort to build an International Consortium on Gender, Agriculture and Rural Development, and is inviting specific institutions and experts to participate. The purpose of the Consortium would be to facilitate collaboration among academics, researchers, practitioners and policy makers working in the field through a series of comparative and interdisciplinary projects and programmes that would collectively promote the stakeholders' endeavors internationally and facilitate national capacity building in this field, especially in the Third World and in countries in transition.

Women and Water Organizations
http://www.pangea.org/orgs/unesco/waw/wworg.html
A selection of the many organisations involved in gender and water issues. Links offered. 

Gujarat Grassroots Innovations Augmentation Network 
GIAN is a green venture promotion fund. Its major aim is to scale up and spawn grassroots level innovations and help the development of successful enterprises. It provides the innovations with adequate linkages to modern science and technology and market research institutions. GIAN has recently developed a new pulley with a locking mechanism that prevents water filled bickets from rescinding back into the open wells when left midway. 
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