Training Course on Participatory Plant Breeding, Nanning, China, January 18-23, 2010
S. Ceccarelli
This training course was suggested by Dr. Song Yiching, Senior Researcher at the Center for Chinese Agricultural Policy (CCAP) in the occasion of my previous visit to China.
The course was attended by 17 participants of which eight males and nine females scientists including Dr. Song Yiching of the Center for Chinese Agricultural Policy (CCAP)  of the Chinesa Academy of Sciences who has inspired most of the PPB work in China. Last day was also attended by Prof Shihuang Zhang, CAAS, China, the most eminent maize breeder in China and also one of the main PPB supporters. The 17 participants represented six breeding institutes from three provinces, namely Guizhou, Yunnan and Guangxi, and were all maize breeders except one rice breeder and one working on policy issues. The participants included the director and the deputy director of the Guangxi Maize Research Institute.
The course covered the following topics:

1.
History of PPB, current situation, PPB in the CGIAR, definition of PPB and PVS, and an example of a PPB program (how to get started, choice of villages, of farmers, of methodology); 

2.
Unreplicated and replicated trials suitable for a PPB program, Incomplete block design for PPB trials

3.
Introduction to GenStat and spatial analysis; application of the GenStat modules to participant’s data;

4.
G x E Interaction with GGEbiplot; application of the GGEbiplot to PPB data and to participant’s data.

The majority of the participants (87.5%) considered the course relevant to their research, many (93.8%) declared that they will introduce changes in their research (such as adding more farmers; fields, integrating farmers’ opinion in the decision-making process, changing experimental designs and statistical analysis, etc.), and all would recommend the course to other colleagues. Several useful recommendations (distributing training material in advance, Chinese versions of the software, prepare a text book of the course, more examples on cross pollinated crops, expand on the theory behind the analysis, etc.) were made on how to improve the course.
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